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This is an ordinary policy, and ſuch. 28 mini- | 1 
dem in common uſe ; bot a minister fer . 637 [ 
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; TA knowledge of 
6 che king; He might, at his firſt entering into 
office, neſolve not to ſuffer any, addreſſes, re- | 
mopltrances, or petitions, to be preſented. to his 
: goxernor of the colony, By this precaution, 
| be- e goyerace: ee, 
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nor knowing his cue, will ſeldom be (o remiſs;- 
—— nedeſſary for the mĩniſter to apper 
in any other than a candid light ; to whom o: 
. | thing more need be left, than'to fepreſent 5 e 
. a mn. rok, 1 — 
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 This-mey be dene, and che mimfter for awhile; 
indulge himſelf in the wanton diſplay of fineſſe, — © 
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eee, and may Plume 


himſelf on his chimerical ſecurity from his ſove- 
reign? s indignation, for the frequent proſtitution 
of his name and honour. But his prejudicing 

che royal mind, and ſhutting up one channel of 
- information, are luckily the only ſafeguards 


ſuch a character can have recourſe to. Though ; 


him 
the neceſſary avocations 'of a king, oblige 
| 3 the repreſentation of his mini. 
78, yet the great council of the nation, - wilt 
Th examine and judge, by their own ſenſes ; 
and as the Americans are virtually reprefented 
there, it can but follow, that their wrongs will 
2 and _ —_— 
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Sbould it be therwiſe, the basel 
che alternative of remaining in thoſe colonies 
under the yoke of abſolute power, or of aban- 
of liberty elſe where, but the inhabitants of the 
8 on Sons continent W dere another 
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ether ſtates, by the operation only of fortuitous 
events, without the interpoſition of any human 
wesen. A diſunion+ of intereſts fam dhe 
n firength, | 
ſuch ec; — wake concomitant 
cauſes, perſecution is added, there needs no 
| prophetic ſpirit to foretell the certain event, g 
nor any accidental occurrenee to give . it birth. 85 
ſpair — 
4 eee favourable cee 14 a 


— tailec/ihe firſt ferdement in-Aihe- 
rica, perſecution may raiſe a free and indepen» 
dent ftate there . and, whatever opinions may 
be formed to the contrary, the latter enterprize 
ay. eee 5 01 
It is thought, „ 
2 "could cruſh America. This may provea-tmiſtake ; 
bor even ſuppofing the power of Great Britain 

| pas not to be reduced by the ſeparation, the ſub» 
duing two millions of ſouls, united in one inte 
wet, and ſtruggling for what they hold-dearer-to 
chem than pheir lives, i ner an 


vw VHINTRODUCQCTION 
| Gray ©], erweise of Gacerſs, 1 The, inhabia 
unt af America, on ſuch as Nn muſt be 
mites; the people of, England, wil as afjuredly 
be divided u to the -propriety and; juſtice of 
2 The cauſe of liberty is the cauſe 
ef every; Engliſhman, who deſerxeꝶ chat en 


Os the: new, than the old — 
1  frendom are terms as reconcileable to cach cher 
. in America as in England, NCBUIDNG, At 0 


| fic aicennbriryy.of. 4b) —— 

ded/from the iſtands, for their diſunion of ter. 

tory /as-illands, their, helpleſs Kare, and their 

# | _conftant:wantof protection, mult make it obvious 
= - to all, their firuggles will never appear againſt 


the execution of * W meaſures. 
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Abe 3 3 — 3 ks. ak 
wwards:the Juppreflion of the conſtitutional and 

SGsenamted privileges of his majeſty's ſcbjects in. 
che new ceded lands, has been ſo rapid, that 
che effects are publickly known in England be- | 
fore the efficient. Diſcontents and diſguſt 
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them; but the original ſource, the fi 
on which theſe arrangements have been formed, | 
dus not yet + appeared.” This therefore, is che ; 
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T HE intangling the rights of che crown 
with thoſe of the people, and pretending 


infringements of the one upon every common 


exerciſe or claim of the other, is a piece of 
miniſterial fallacy, that; though ſtale in practice 
and what ought to have been exploded at the 
Revolution, is yet ever attended with equal ſuc- 
ceſs.” A miniſter, who is not poſſeſſed of the 
a ſtateſman, always grows pertinaciouſly zealous 
in the ſupport (or rather extenſion) of prerogative. 


fights; and, without abilities to diſcern their 


uſe and properties, or gven knowledge to di/-: 
tinguihh ther, will be ſatisfied to recommend 
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N INTRODUCTION: 


himſelf to his - maſter, - by an ——— 
7 (what he conceives to be) that ſingle object. 
A zeal for the immunities appendent to the 
| Political perſon, . ſeldom fails to attract the regard 
of the proper perſon ; and when a prince thinks 
| he id eg his approbation of the faithful 

> ſervices of his ſervant, he is, unknowingly, che- 
riſhing. the greateſt enemy to himſelf and his 
kingdom; for under the cloak of ſuch an ardent . 
attachment ĩs concealed the dagger, e. _ 
mn een, the king's - honour 

$40 5-566 Petar e A FP by 
wats wa RAR wana: | 
ſions of ſuch an agent, is certainly not a prudent» 
act, or one that promiſes relief; for a miniſter: 
muſt know.very- little of the mechanical part a 
his. occupation, to venture upon any atts of. 


| outrage aging the privileges af his fellow ſub- 
| jets, befare he. has ſecured as much ef abe) 


cominand of his maſter's ear, as is requiifate'ta: 
cloſe jt entirely againſt the clamours of the op- 
preſſed, or to perſuade hin, that their juſt e- 
anus are but marks. ef fedition, and. 

22 44%. *% 14 nenen 


* 


A the meaning of tha acts of 8 

made for ſecuring the rights and liberties 
of the ſubject, which declare the laws of 
England to be the birth · right of che people 
thereof, and that all kings and queens com- 
ing to the crown can govern them by no other,” 
has been ſo + explained away as to afford no 
benefit to his majeſty's ſubjects in the colonies, 


n. and Mary, ff. 2. c. 2. 12 and 13 WII. III. 
| e. 2. 13 Will. III. c. 6. 
I + In certain debites on the abſolute power of the par- 
lament of Great Britain to tax the colonies, and particularlʒ - 
by the argument of a noble —— Killed in the laws * 
England, 3 TT 
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nnn of -Feglonk.. bring defoed 9 
mean nothing more than Engliſh ſubjects con · 
tinzing in England; and, as the king's coronation | 
oath, 4 by which his majeſty ſwears to govern 
the people according to law, indicates only the 
people in England, by the laws thereof, it be- 
comes neceſſary to inquire, what were the 
acknowledged rights of the crown, in reſpect 
of diſtant countries, under the ſovereignty of 5 
the kings of England, previous to the making 
theſe declartaory acts: and ſhould a doctrine 
favourable to prerogative, and eſtabliſhed i in a 
| Stuart's reign, be found, to which the Engliſh 
fubjects in the new ceded iſlands are ſatisfied to 
appeal, in their complaint of ſome late acts of 

it, a modern miniſter certainly. can- 
not be diſpleaſed ar the reference, nor wiſh he 
conduct examined by a better criterion. . Such 
a is che following doctrine, viz. * « The king 
has 2 right to eſtabliſh what laws he pleaſes in 


conquered or ceded countries, or he may continue 


+ vi. % Togorern the people of thekingdom of England, 
K and the dominions thereto belonging, according. to the 
* Anu y prom agnal 0s 4 fs lan cd egy 
« of the fame.” 

| ® 7th Coke, Calvin's caſe, 


— 


fore the eonqueſt or ceſſion; nor (ſay the law 
books) do the laws of England take place until 
declared ſo by the king (being the conqueror) 
or his ſucceſſors. But after ſuch declaration is 
once made, the crown is ever 1 
_ NY a further alteration.” 


42 be, ker wt ta 
gative right, thus inherent (as is ſaid) in tu ; 
with France, there iſſued in his majeſty's name 
T «proclamation, ſetting forth, that his ma- 
jeſly having taken into his royal conſideration 
peace, and the benefits which would accrye to 
his majeſty's ſubje&s therefrom, in their com- 
graciouſly pleaſed to erect four diſtin govern- 
ments within them, choſe on the continent 
into three, and * mn, 


— * 


+ 708. 1763. 

1 Granada, the Gravadines, St; we, — 
* | - brag | 
vernment 


» 


; T1 - 
dernment; then follows; . and as it will greatly 
| contribute to the ſpeedy ſettling our new govern- 
ment, that our loving ſubjects ſhould-' be 
informed of our paternal care for the ſecurity of 
the liberty and property of thoſe who are and 
| ſhall become inhabitants thereof, we have 
thought fit to publiſh and declare, by this our 
| proclamation, that we have i in the letters patent 
under our great ſeal of Great Britain, by which 
the ſaid gvetnments a ente, given 
expreſs power and e to our governors. 
of our ſaid colonies, beser „that, ſo ſoon as 
the ſtate and circumſtances of the ſaid colonies 
will admit thereof, they ſhall, with the advice 
and conſent of the members of our council, 
ſummon and call general aſſemblies within the 
ſaid governments reſpectively, in ſuch manner 
and form as is uſed and directed in thoſe colo- 
nies and provinces in America which are under 
our immediate government; we have alſo 
given power to our ſaid governors, with the- 
conſent of our ſaid councils, '-atid the - repre». 
ſenrarives of the people ſo to be ſummoned as 


be Weſt-Indis and and te home in America 


woot _ 9 Z 
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ſtatutes, and ordinances for the public peace, 
welfare, and good government of our ſaid 
colonies, and of the people and inhabitants 
thereof, as near as may be, agreeable to the laws 
of England, and under ſuch regulations and 
reſtrictions as are uſed in other colonies ; and in 
the mean time, and until ſuch aſſemblies can 


be called as aforeſaid, all perſons inhabiting in. 
or reſorting to our ſaid colonies, may confide 


aforeſaid, to make, conſtitute, and ordain laws, 


the benefit of the laws of our realm of England; 


for which purpoſe, we have given power under 


our great ſeal to the governors of our ſaid co- 


lonies reſpectively, to erect and conſtitute, with 
the advice of our ſaid councils reſpectively, 


courts of judicature and public juſtice within 
our faid colonies, for the hearing and deter- 
mining all cauſes as well criminal as civil, ac- 
cording o Ia and equity, and. as near as may. 
be, agreeable. to the laws of England: na... 


berty to-all. perſons, who may think-themſelves 
aggrieved by the ſentence of ſuch courts in all 


civil caſes, . to appeal, under the uſual limitations 


and 5 to Us, in our privy council.” oy” 
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venus acts give way to ſich as are as r 24 0 
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By this proclamation 1 thet the 
' laws of the realm of - England, are given in their 
utmoſt plenitude to the acguired, or new ceded 
colonies, to be altered only in ſome points, 
where the circumſtances of the colony made 


| it neceſſary, by their own. legiſlatures, formed. 


and eſtabliſhed upon the ſame principles as 
the other colunies, and under no other reſtrittiout 
ar regulations than are there uſed ; And that the. 
taws of England may immediately have their 
operation and full effect, proper powers are 


to conſtitute courts of juſtice 7a — 


all cauſes, criminal as well as civil, according 


he ee A eee his, 


3 1 2 
Wits 8.7 2 2 14 2 7 


. e Ks tec the eons Jn, as it ſtands 


unaltered by the ſtatute, and all general acts of parliament | 


a to ſecure: to the = ſubjects their civil and * — 


the colonies, falling under the diſtinction of /aws of trade 
their. produce and · manufactures to any other market than, 


and impoſe duties upon every artiele ad they are inported 
into * Britain, 


majeſty's 


1 27-11 f 
majeſtys natural born ſubjects, thus See | 


of a full ape f the benefit of the laws of - 
England in in Granada, reſorted to and became 


itants of that iſſand; ſome purchaſing + 
lands from the French, others trafficking; fo 


that in a ſhort time four fifths of the iland 


fell into the poſſeſſion of his majefty's Engliſh 
ſubjects, and 2 trade was cſtabliſhed nearly as 
great, and as advantageous to Great Britain 
as what is carried on in any * his * 
Ser ne d 8 . 


The commiſſion” edt the governor ap- 
pointed by his majeſty over Granada, and the 

other - ceded iſlands; was nearly a copy of the 
5 commiſſions that had been ever given to the 
governors of Barbadoes, the Leeward iflands, | 
and the other colonies, which always contained 
ps —— — 


g | Thoſe . . 

Moſt of the ſums which have been paid for theſe lands 
| have been carried to France, / or. ſome French calony,- by 
| the former proprictors, who have all ſworn allegiance to his 


3 


* 


. ay 1 
5 ent; EK, 84 fawn 2 Biecn 
As: a | ric ee attention to his ma- 
* declaration, and probably to his firſt· 
inſtructions, governor Melvil, a little time after 
| his arrival in his government, proceeded (with 
the advice of his council) to - iſſue writs. for 
calling a general aſſembly, which was; ſoon 
after their meeting, upon ſome miſunderſtanding 
with the governor, diſſolved, and another called. 
This laſt, proceeding to _buſineſs, framed ſuch 
bills as the ſtate of the iſland, its public peace 
and welfare, made moſt neceſſary to be ordained 
immediately, and which were all formed, as near 
as may be, agreeable to the laws of England, and 
after the uſage of the . other colonies, where the 
ſame laws had paſſed, under fimilar circumſtances, 
| "Theſe bills, after receiving the concurrence of 
the council, and aſſent of the governor, were 
tranſmitted to his majeſty, for his royal con- 
; firmation; but, being referred by. the ſecretary 
of ſtate, to the board of trade for their opinion, 
were, upon their report, rejected. How far the 
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lands, 92 kee. bon made fach a meaſure pradtcable. 


© rejefting 
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ir 3 4 
*rgefting theſe laws was, or was not con 
with ks majeſty's 8 proclamation, ahd theform 
VE government eftibliſhed by it, is the inquiſi- 
Tion defigned by the ſucceeding, aeration of: 5 
fered on each n LOGS ayes. 
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4-45-56 To ah * King's moſt Excellent OY 


4h 
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a % „ e We >, 
* The earl of Hilſboroughi, one * your 


* © majeſty's principal ſecretaries of Rate, having 


«<-rranſmitred to us a hn collection, * 


a Mat. and having at "the AS time e ſignified 


= to us your "majeſty's commands, that we 


1 ſhould, with all convenient diſpatch, report 


* 


el to your majeſty, i in your privy council, our 
« opinion upon ſuch of theſe laws as relate 
« to the eſtabliſhment of legiſlature, che ap-. 
ti poĩntment of a treaſurer, and the im 
e duties and taxes, we have accordingly taken 
* EE of them as fall within the deſcription 
into our conſideration, together with "me 

1 — that appear to us to eſtabliſh thofe 
fundamental conſtitutions by which the 
C government 
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to 0 lay dem 1 your maieſty, accompanied 


c FL An at for regulating the ele can of the 


3 8 aſſembly of Granada and the Gra-. 
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* allowable of the freeholders in your majeſty's ; 
« iſland of Granada, at fuch time, nd in ſuch. 
os manner, as. hall be thought neceſſary and 

« expedient, is by your majeſty's commiſſiag 
< under the great ſeal veſted in your governc 
of that iſland; and the fixing the number. 
ce of repreſentatives. the places for which they 
& ſhall be choſen, the qualifications under 
« which they ſhall fit and vote, are matters, 
25 which by the principles of the conſtitution, 
% and the Tights inherent i In your agel mw 
3 N EN Wo - is 
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„ Abd therefore we kumbly pr 
— rjblty wi nor hefitate to diſallow 
« this law, which affumes the dire&ion of all N 
the above regulations, and which eyidently 1 
«tends to give diſguſt and diſſatisfaction w& 
your majefty's new ſubjects, by obliging all FT 1 
members of the afſembly to ſubſcribe the : 
« declarations againſt tranſubſtanriation ; a teſt 
«that is not (as we conceive) ee Ws. 
« colonies by any act of parliament, and is a 
« qualification, the enforcing” of which Is en. EW 
2 Hrely left to your majeſtys diſcretion.” _ 
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e g en act ion 
pen che un e een of e Gem. 
of government, in each of the colonies in Ame- 
rica, under his majeſty's immediate govern- 
ment,“ upon the baſis and principles of be 
conſtitution of England, it was found, that all | 
the laws of England could not, from a differ - 
ence of circumſtances. between. the mother, 
country and colony, operate ſo effectually in 
n eee 
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reſorting” thither, their binde gbr and. 7 cork» 
| Heber, without ſome. alterations of © 
wech as were nor - acapred. 10 the ſtate of 
the colony it cherefote became expedient 
for the reſpektive legiſlatures. to make theſe 
alterations 5 or to paſk: new. laws, varying 
ſrom thoſe excepted. to, of England, as to form, 
though i in no. manner deviating . from . their ſpirit 
or intent; theſe municipal laws being according» 
ly, made. were in themſelves, ſo. apparently, juſt 


> n +» ; 
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Although. the laws of Sogland are not in force in 
. ceded. countries, (where | a regular form of 
government has been eſtabliſhed by the former ſovereign) 
_—_— e — ; . er them fo, yet in new 
vered countries; or ſuch as are firſt ſettled or occupied 
by:Evgliſh fubjets,” before thoſe: of any other Chriffian 
Winpce,. the laws of England: ars there immediately in force; 
UE, any. W from the erown,—7th Coke, Cal 
s caſe, Salk. 41 . 666. P. Wms. Of the latter ſort 
5 moſt of the American colonies; therefore the charters, 
proclamations, and other compats of the crown, concerning 
che rights of the! inhabitants; can be. f not AE aca 
ſuperfiyous)* only confirmations r. 
zes esl baving 2 power ts make Los br Ws 
nerd ar be. altered ee e Salk. 
Er. 666. . | 
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and. proper. chat they 3 
cron, and are to this day in full force. And 


among them will be generally found acts fur: 
| 2 uiating elections, for aſcertaining the qualifications 


of candidates, ſettling their privileges, limiting the 
duration of aſſemblies, Sc. S. «+: 94 [45 . Bead b 
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11 is aſſerted, * that the 3 the 


qualifications of voters. and repreſentatives, . &c. 


by law, are matters,,. which by the Principles of 
the conſtitution”, veſt in the king alone. By 
the principles of what conſtitution ? Not of 


England, becauſe. there are many acts of par- 


liament which regulate theſe matters; and the 


members of the houſe of commons can only ſit 
| under. the qualifications appointed by the ſta, 
tutes: It cannot be of the other colonies under 
bis majeſty's immediate government,” becauſe theſe 


points are all regulated there by their own par- | 


ticular laws, and under no other authority. 


Where then is the conſtitution alluded to, to be 


found? 2 Or have their lordſhips diſcovered, that 
the king's prerogative has been infringed in 
England for three centuries paſt, and in the 
colonies for near a century, unnoticed before by 


wo 
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either 


ff f 
ather ꝙ . 1 908- 
evidently" tends to give diſguſt to your majefty's | 
nem ſubijects. After the rreaty of Uttecht, 55 
which dhe part of the ind of St. Chriſtopher, | 
cheretofore under the dominiorr of the French 
king, ceded to Great Britain, che legiflature of 
the Engliſh//part of the iland paſſed an f af, 
ring the pariſhes of the new ceded di- 

viſions to fend. repreſentatives to the "general | 
aſſembly. By this . afſembly law (OR 
by a former, made upon the firſt tak 
of à conſtitution in that iſland) the tier ie 
reptrſentatives were fixed, their qualifications 
Atdeftained, the duration of the affernblies limi- 
tell, and the triembers particularly direkted tö 
rake the oaths of parliament, and ſubſcribe the 
Teſt, — hacer 
ne e 15 . 


- m 


Aber three A -of the infiabitants of 
Montſerrat are Roman catholics, and much the 
E we eee pol: | 
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Natur horn ſubjects of his majeſty, and deſceu- 
dents of Englimmen, they can have no other 
natianal bias or prejudice than hat tends to thẽ 
never had, or pretended to have had a right to 

ſit: in che general aſſembly of the iſland; they 
have expreſſed no diſcontent at this ec luſian. 
Why then this extraordinary fear. of diſguſting 
his majelty's nem ſubjefts in Granada? But, 
granting that ſuch a diſguſt was to ariſe, it is 
no more than what muſt be excited in the breaſt 


of eyery man who profeſſes a different religion 
from what is eſtabliſhed by the laws of the 


country. he inhabits, and what muſt have been 
much ſtronger felt by the Engliſh Roman ca- 
tholics hen the teſt act paſſed in England, 


dan could by the new ſubjects in Granads 


upon the paſſing the act firſt alluded to in the re- 
port. By the definitive treaty af peace, his ma- 


enerciſe of their" religion, at far as was q. 


ent with the laws of England.” 1 ber 


to 
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king, and that not duly the powers with whom 
we had been at war, but all Europe might 
-witneſs the partiality of our conſtitution and 


laws to foreign Roman catholics'? and the 


approbation by the parliament of the treaty 


(if given) would have ſhown that mn 
ee r eee N 
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< "7 the 1 ben were filed 
enjoy their property and religion under this 
reſtriction, in preference to the eafy alternative 
permitted them by the treaty, which was, to 
ſell their eſtates to any perſons, being ſubject 


of his majeſty, and to depart with their effects 
| mhereſocver they pleaſed. Where then is this 


new ſubjet?, that would be fo weak, or ſo info- 
= dent, as to expreſs his diſlike to an a& of the 


Tezillatare conformable to the laws of England EE 


and ſhould there be ſuch a daring di difapprobation 


; declared, can there be foukd a e fo ab- 
A 1 8898 e ? 


A Teſt that is e e al 


ded to the colonies by any act of parliament,” 


t * 15 

There 5 1s not. 4 law of England; thaw: is extended 
co Granada, by an act of parliament *. His ma- 

 jeſty's ſubjefts there claim the benefit of the laws 
| of the rralm of England, (if not as their birth- | 

a right) under his majeſty's proclamation z and the 

| ſtatutes concerning the Teſt are among the laws 

which were in force at that time + : Ir has always 

been a fixed principle, as well in the adjudica- 
„ 5 33 „„ 
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„ The abſolute night, which bog hibjeds 1 in the colo- 
ties, have to the benefit of the laws of England, is aſſerted 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, by an act of the united aſſemblies of 
the four Leeward iſlands, in the following words, viz. The 
8 common law of England, as far as it ſtands unaltered by any | 
| written laws of theſe iſlands, or by any act of parlament 
. extending to theſe iſlands, is in force in each of the Cha- 
| ribbee iſlands, and is the certain rule whereby, the rights and 
97 properties of your majeſty's ſubjects, inhabiting thele iſlands, ; 
are and ought to be determined, and that all cuſtoms or pre- 
tended cuſtoms or uſages Ny bs 
null and void.” 20 June, 1705. | 

4; The e of e ore mot, by hay al of 
ment, extended to the colonies any more than the Teſt, there- 
fore a perſon the moſt diſaffected to his majeſty and his 
government, willing to ſign the Teſt, may as well be ad- 
mitted to take a ſeat in either branch of the legiſlature, orin a 
court of juſtice, upon having the oaths of allegiance and * 
abjuration diſpenſed with in his favour, by an inſtrution to " 
1 * the | 


| | t 18 "2 = 
tn tio ride eee 
in che determinations upon appeals, to the king 


ces of the courts of Weſtminiſter, that no acts of 


parliament, made after Þ the ſettlement of (that is 
the eſtabliſhment of a form of government in,) 

any of his majeſty's colonies, can affect them, 

the ſtatutes of England, which appoint the 
ſtate oaths and Teſt, being paſſed after the ſet- 
tlement of the different colonies, might not 
immediately, as indifferent laws, extend to 
abem: yet as the very exiſtence of the conſtitu- 
: tion of Great Britain, upon its preſent happy | 
eſtabliſhment, depends upon the ſupport of the 
Proteſtant religion, and the driving from the 
councils and offices of the nation, all enemies 
to that perſuaſion ; and as the coexiſtence of the 
conſtitution of the colonies, muſt of courſe, de- 
n | 


rn 
theſe oaths, and not ſubſcribing the Teſt, The fame Jaw 
tat requires the one, demands the other, and it would be 
x A 
29 Mak 225. Sk 510. 
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the regulation of the police of the government, 
but #0 fix the government itſelf, it was reaſon- 
able for any ſovereign, who poſſeſſed and held 
his erown upon ſuch an eſtabliſhment, to ſup- 
poſe, that the laws which were made to ſecure his 
right to the ſovereignty of England, and the domi- 
nions thereto belonging, not only affected Eng- 
land, but the dominions thereto belonging; accor- 
dinghy the governors of the colonies, appointed 
fince the making theſe ſtatutes, have been by 
their commiſſions and inſtructions required, to ſee 
that the members of the council and aſſembly 
took the oaths of 1 _— and fit» 


Bur it will be found thar this inlrotign,wasas 
gonformable to the laws of the ſeveral colonies, aa 
to the ſtatutes of parliament; for the colonies 


have ever kept with England, in making 


. the neceſſary ordinances for diſcouraging popery, 
and for ſupporting the Proteſtaht religion and 


- ſettlement. And by the laws paſſed in the re- 
B regulating elections, it is either 
required in expreſs terms, that the oaths of 
allegiance, abjuration, and ſupremacy, ſhould 


| he taken, and the decl: 
ſtantiation ſigned by the repreſentatives, ar 


Roman catholicks are in other words excluded 


| Hom fining in de aſſembly *, 


In order to encourage been to bebe to, | 
and become reſident i in the colonies,an act of par- 
Tiament was made in the thirteenth year of the 
reign of his late majeſty,” naturalizing all ſuch 
foreigners as had reſided, or would reſide, in in 
any of the colonies, for the ſpace of ſeven years, | 
without being abſent two months at any one 
time, .and that would, after ſuch reſidence, 


(having previouſly received the ſacrament, in 


ſome proteſtant, or reformed, congregation, ) take 
the gaths oppointed by the ſtatutes of the 1 ſt 
Geo. I. and ſign the declaration there menti- 


oned. By this act, it appears, in the firſt place, 


that the ſettlement of a colony, was not to be 


accompliſhed, at the ſacrifice of the eſtabliſhed 
principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, tho* under 


the authority , of an act of parliament; and in 


the next, that, by the conſtitution of the colo- 


. * There is not an Engliſh colony i iN America or the Weſt- 
Jadies, whether obtained by diſcovery, occupancy, conqueſt 


or ceſſion, in which papiſts are not excluded by its own 
lars and uſage from ſerving inthe eln. TI 


js 


iz I 


„„ 5 
nies; no perſon could (by never ſo politie 4 
Plan) be made * R * e, 
n | 


The 0 of which is 4 left to 
your majeſty's diſcretion :” By which is to be 
inferred; nay is declared, that his majeſty has 
reſerved in his perſon, not only a power- to 
ordain laws (penal laws too) for the colonies, but 
at pleaſure to diſpenſe ꝓ with them, or at any 
I Previous to the paſſing the act of the 13 Geo, II. 
the ſame policy induced the legiſlature of Antigua to ordain 
a law, whereby any Proteſtant alien, deſirous of becoming an 
| inhabitant of the iſland, was allowed to take the ſtate oaths 
and ſign the Teſt, by which he became intitled to all the 
privileges of a natural born ſubject, except thoſe of ſerving in 
the council or aſſembly, being a judge or juſtice of the 
peace. But the power of naturalizing under this act was to 
ceaſe, whenever the number of naturalized perſons amounted 
$0 one fourth of the inhabitants of the iſland, | 
I lt is not to be ſuppoſed, that there are many Engliſh: 

men fo little acquainted with the annals of their country, as 

not to know, that, upon the abdication of king James, the 
lords and commons, aſſembled at Weſtminſter, preſented to 

the prince and princeſs of 9 with the crown of En- 
- | gland, 


5 8 
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t a | 
Mme, and"upon any cecalicn, io ſuſpend thei 
Execution. In ſhort his majeſty can do that ih 

122 colonies 2 order, which can be done only 
| in England by a#? of parliament, viz. if his majeſty 
pleaſes to extend the Teft to America, he may 
do it by his order to his governor ; if he chooſ- 
es to difpenſe with it, or extend it to particular 
perſons, and ſuſpend its execution in 3 
wer, Fr Oe ny aces Art 


gland, it containi the rights they clakmed as 
Engliſh ſubjects, and that at the ſame time the one was 
_ ecepted, the other was confirmed. The declaration was 
Anmeditely afterwards reduced to the form of, and paſſed 
, an a&'of parliament. The following are the two firſt 
Articles, viz. Ift. « The pretended power of ſuſpending laws, 
or the execution of laws, by regal authority, without conſent 
of parliament, is illegal. ad. The pretended power of diſpen 
Ang with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority, 
Af hach een affümsd, is illegal.” And it was further expreſſed, 
© that al 6fficers and miniſters whatſoeverſhall ſerve their ma · 
jeſtzes and their ſucceſſors according to thoſe rights in all times 
ioo come,” 1 Wil. and M. eff. 2. c. 2. If their lordſhips have 
Agopted the opinion, that Engliſh ſubjedts in the colonies are 
pot intitled to the lame privileges they claim in England, yet 
certainly they will not ſay, that the above act of parlia- 
ment is not one of the general /aws of the realm of England 


—— eos as, 8 IE 
Tegan. 5; 


FF 5 
ucretion. Has his majeſty this authority from tin 
act that appoints the Teſt ? If not, from'whenes 
is it derived? Is not the power here given as 
cats has the the making, ſuſpending 
een, 


The power, given s the crown 1 
vernor (in his commiſſion) of calling aſſemblies, 
has been always delegated in the ſame manner, 
and in the ſame terms, to all the goyernors of 
the other colonies ; yet it has never been before 
- conſtrued an authority to call aſſemblies, con- 
e. of what number of ee 3 
tions he pleaſed. The 2 es and 
uſage of every colony evince this, nor can their 
lordſhips ſhow an example to the contrary, to 


chat general aſſemblies ſhould be called in che 
taken from ſome one act or another of thuſe 
 . colonies; nor has the law any other tendency 


©: 1 
ien b eb, in 4 conftituiional wy, "ths: 
god of e e _ ne” his en 


ws . 


L II. Au ad to ee the cap⸗ 
tuin general, and governor in chief, to aſſo- 


ciate to himſelf, as chancellor, the members of 5 


his ae council in this iſland, and to make 

the court of chancery, for the future, to conſiſt 
of the ſaid captain general, and governor in 
A or acher perſon commanding for his inia- 
jeſty in the faid iſland of Granada, and the 
5 r _ his hang, tre n . gn: | 


e The n of the courts of juſt 


ce under all deſeriptions, is another right inherent 
N . your majeſty, in virtue of your royal prero- | 


«. pative : and according to uniform uſage and 
«, practice, tlie governor of any of your majeſty's 
«/colories, being intruſted with the cuſtody uf 
c your majeſty's ſeal, becomes, in ' conſequence 
e need wich all the aulhoritken Uf , 
«. chancellor; and as theſe authorities do, upon 
the abſence of the * _— devolve upon 

20 the 


| t „ 
eee wats As 


* bly ' preſume that there is no foundation to 
* ſuppoſe, that any inconvenience could ariſe from 


<« the abſence of the chief governor, which is the 
« ſole pretence for enacting this Joys ann, 
« the preamble of it.” 7:26 


*. 


3 
* 


1 . 


3 inconveniences which might ariſe from the 

powers being ſolely lodged in the commander 
in chief, -whoſe neceſſary avocations to the other 
duties of his ſtation might render his attention 
„to this difficult and inconvenient, it has been 


« thought adviſeable, in other colonies, to aſſociate 


« with him the whole, or a certain number of your 
c majeſty's council, upon the plan adopted by 
« this law; but we can by no means think, that 
« ſuch a ſuppoſed defect, or inconvenience, in the 


can warrant the doing that by an act of legiſla- 
ture there, which, upon a proper repreſentation, | 


8 | — _ } : 
4 by commiſſion from your majeſty “ 
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| courts pecalirly fommary in Pre and of 


in England; as for inftance, the court merchants; 


It does not appear n e. 


1 eourts of juſtice, has been brought into 
_ "queſtion by this act. A form of government is 
to be eſtabliſhed in this iſland upon the model 
- of that of the other colonies, where courts of 


juſtice have been always held under the autho- 
rity of their own laws, ſo far as relate to the 


number of judges, the power, juriſdiction, and 
practice of the courts, matters that are al- 
. 0s AY of each par- 


and beſt calculated for the ad- 


z 2 upon the principles of 
the laws and courts of England: there is not a 
colony that has not ſuch laws, nor is there a 

poſſibility of adminiſtering juſtice without them; 

a very little knowledge of the condition and 
tate of the colonies, or a careful peruſal of their 
| bas wires will make this evident. In fonie'caſes;* 


it has been found even neceſſary to eſtabliſh 


inations different from any court known 


(which are appointed in the ſeveral iſlands, by* 


their own legiſlatures,) giving tranſient traders 
an expeditious method of recovering their debts, 


| oY) 
and fer . mode of prac amen om 


dich a een grotudty flea Dncepti 


ot the reporters, es a. 


or wants of the iſlands. In nothing does this 


deficiency in knowledge, of the new ceded 
. ear Aronger, than in the following 
aſſertion, viz. that there could be no foundation, 
64 to eee any inconvenience could ariſe from 
** the abſence of the chief governor, as the cuſtody 


560 of his majeſty's great ſeal, and all the authorities 


eee eee 
* ing in command.” 4 5 | | 


Granada is F * aint nde, 
which compoſe that government, and it is 
in chief, to divide his time and attention 
among them, making a circuit each year; and 


| whilſt hes abſent from either, the ſeals are not 
jet with the next in command, but are carried 


his perſon. The inconveniences, which muſt 
follow ſuch an eſtabliſhment, may be eaſily con- 
rived, are but too ſeverely fel by ſuitors, and 


Were. 
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Here Suu thi general any of the 
Hands took an early opportunity of remedying, 
by paſſing a 4 law to empower the lieutenant 
governor, or preſident of the council, of the 
ſeveral iſlands of St. Chriſtopher, Antigua, Nevis, 
and Montſerrat, to hold courts of chancery in 
the abſence of the governor in chief. As to 
the "inconveniences which may reſult from the 
power being lodged entirely in the commander 
in chief when upon the ſpot, they would not be 
very material to the country, ſo as, in his -ab- 
ſence, ſuitors were not deprived of the court 
altogether, or obliged to travel after it; and if 
his majeſty would allow of F for a leſs 
your chan mo oe 


1 


+ This law i. r 
printed laws of the Leeward iſlands as obſolete, owing 
probe bl y to the prevalence of ſome particular acts made in 
each iſland to the ſame effect, particularly in Antigua, | 
whereby the members of the council, or a particular num- 
ber of them, are aſſociated to the governor, lieutenant go- 
vernor, or preſident of the council, being in command of 
the iſland, „ OR IIa ns ry 
Granada act. 1 
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1 C 29 1 | 
N Can cher olidipe how an inflnce, where the 


| vernor, upon he plan adopted by this law; has | 
- been done in the colonies by any other authority, 
mmm mme | x 


„ . Aa 88 to n reſtrict, nt 
che conduct of the publick treaſurer of theſe . 


"OS and to fix his ſalary.” . 


, Iv. e <a | 
land of Carrioucou, and for declaring rules 
and regulations for his conduct in that office,” - 
| : ; ; 1 
8 V. An act for railing a ſum of money to pay 
off the debts of theſe iſlands, and to anſwer. 
the preſent exigencies of the public.“ 


The right which your majeſty has, indepen- 
dent of the aſſemblies of any of the colonies, to 
** appoint ſuch perſon or perſons for ſecuring and 
* iſſuing public money, as your majeſty ſhall 
think proper, is, we conceive, eſtabliſhed upon 
* Nun n and we ate warranted, by 
| _ 


3 r te 

in ang, that any dm in 4 provincid hou 
of aſſembly, to interfere. in the namination of 
ec ſuch; officer, 1s Megal, repugnant to the terms 
of your majeſty's commiſſion, and der ol 
3; rr 


6 By b —— - 
c to your governor of Granada, it is expreſsly de- 


te clared, that all public monies raiſed, or which 


« ſhall be raiſed by any act hereafter to be made, 
te within all or any of your majeſty's faid. iſlands, 


ec he iflued out by warrant of your ſaid governor, 


« by and with the advice and conſent of your 


«council, and not otherwiſe ; and that in all laws 
| «fines, forfeitures or penalties, a clauſe be in- 
« ſerted, declaring, that the money, ariſing by the 
<, operation of the ſaid, law or ordinance, ſhalt be 
&; accounted for unto your majeſty in this king- 


t dom, and to your commiſſioners of your trea- 
« fury, or your high treaſurer for the time being, 


« and audited eee OT 
n 5 


By 


* 


+ 
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ar b FRET 4 5 8 r 5 
0. By cheſe bens wick we bb ay before you! 
*: majeſty; your majeſty's right to appoint a trea- 
« furer is | openly queſtioned, and the previvus 
4 conſent of the aſſembly to ſueh an a pointment 
« js eſtabliſhed as a conſtitutional principle. No 
„ clauſes are inſerted by which public monies WV 
directed to be accounted for to your mijjeſtys 
or your commiſſioners of the treaſury, or audited 
as the inſtruftion preſcribes : on the contrary, 
„ ſuch accounts are to be examined; audited, and 
from no other authority than an act of the legiſla- 
« ture of this ĩſland, and a previous application to; 
the iſſuing of ne monies out ofthe re 
r IT . * Din i 


. 


From cheſs ne ie will ob⸗ 
« ſerve, that the newly inſtituted aſſembly in theſe 
_ © iſlands have aſſumed to themſelves powers and 

authorities inconſiſtent with your majeſty's rights, 
<- and the ſpirit of the conſtitution ; that they have 
* not limited the ſuppoſed rights of raiſing money 
3 granting it to your majeſty, to the ap- 

; | _  «« propriating 
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tt propriatins 4b fuck tes © der Gu ala | 

5 ey, and ts the directing the inode in 

Eich it ſhould be raiſed (which we humbl x, 

— — e n 

| & Juri@liQtion-1 to neee 1 by. weep 

MM <-rerms bf your majeſty*s commiſſion and inſtruc-— 

. 3 A tions, e eee eee ue 0 
0 * officers, ES.) 34 M4 


* « The: however, may REI your majeſty, —= 
e to thoſe laws. By the act of appointing trea- 
_ © ſurers, theſe officers are, without any colour of 
<"reaſori; and in violation of the royal prerogative, 
« excluded from fitting and voting in the houſe of 
« aſſembly, and ſubjected to the diſabilities and 
« _— reſtrictive of your majeſty's zuit 
. authority, of Rr other of- 
16 1 2 e e 


808 3 


The deb « AY ir ies aſſed 5 
a a bill upon the plan of the Barbadoes laws, 


| «reſerving; a negative in the appointment of a 


. aig but the, governor bgnifying his reſolu- 
tion 5 


SF 
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tion, hot to give his aſſent to e 


ee ben tar . . un, 


given up, but it was (probably wh hems 
| prez of impropriety,) declared F, that the nomi- 
| nation of the treaſurer. ſhould be in the com- 
mander in chief, the? with a * m_ 


We! . W * ne es 


N 


. 1 


F 


+ Wl an eror, © 0 4 for in mall of 
ö ths aſtembly adds of the colonies, it ic declarcd, that all 
writs ſhall iſſue by the governor; in the court law, it is 
generally ſaid,” that the commiſſions of -oyer and tevinſ- 
ner ſhall be granted by the governor, an the fame 25 to 
many other authorities chat the governors haye veſted in them, 


without the authority of legiſſature, Moſt af the authorities 


| delegated by the king to his governor, 3 
commilſion, are made a part of one of the laws of New York 


"1 oct + ey ago, hes Wild th W HRP 


Antigua an aft for eſtabliſhing a public treaſury, by en 


two treaſurers were particularly named; but this law is 


beetime : obſolete, and for many yrers paſt the nominatioh 


of the treaſurer has been ſolely in the governor, tho?, in a 
meaſure, ſubjcct to the approbation of the aſſembly, as they 
both appoint und taks the ſecurity.” This is the general mode 


or ths reft of the Iſandi, except Birbidoes; but there "Iv 


| hardly a colony on the continent who legilatnre does not 


interfere in the nomination of this officer: * | 


* 2 


laws, 
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„ rs, or e ee ee | 
1 purpoſe, being apparently intereſted 


I FS 5-4 
„ 


in the welfare and proſperity of Granada, could 
and would inform himſelf of the exigences f 


the iſland, and lay his eſtimates before the aſ- 
ſembly, the Proper monies would, each year, be 
._caiſed for the purpoſes z but according to the 


"© cuſtom and uſage of the colonies, particularly 


the iſlands, the governor never takes this bur- 


then upon himſelf, nor is there any other perſon 


whoſe office it is to do this, therefore the afſem- 


blies arc under the neceſſity of calculating thoſe | 
expences in a rough manner, and then raiſe their 


yearly taxes to an amount ſomething beyond 
their eſtimates. It may, and does ſometimes, fo 


| happen, that the fund raiſed ſo far exceeds the 


expences of the preſent, as 10 go a great way in 
defray ing the charges of the enſuing, year; at 
another time, it falls as far ſhort; for many of 


: the expences of government vary in their-namwes: 


| laws, the.treakarer is named in the body of the law, ala 
the ſame time, a power is given to the governor, of appoint- . 
ing collectors for receiving the duties, who are obliged to 
pay the ſame to the treaſurer, and he is asche to account 
„ ; OY KOs 


v1 
| every year, hor can ic be fainkien of whupilhhy 


[ 


will conſiſt. This is more eaſily conceived by 
2 perſon who has any knowledge of the ftate 
and police of the iſlands, than explained to 


condition. Theſe nn ; 


articles in the courſe of government, in the ad 


miniſtration of juſtice, the execution of the laws 


of the colony; and by matters agreed upon by 
the legiſlative branches in reſolutions not redu- 
ced to laws, and in the courſe of their common 


buſineſs ; and as from the manner of raiſing the 


fupplies, it can not be ſpecified to what particu- 
lar purpoſes they are to be appropriated, it is 
cuſtomary for all applications, by the creditors 
of the public, to be made to the commander of 


the iſland, council and aſſembly, by - petitions; 


which being firſt lodged with the council, are 


ſent by them to the aſſembly. to be examine 


which b dhe dither by d e Kita,” Ay | 


a committee appointed for the purpoſe. - If the, 
account or demand, alluded: to by a petitian, 
de found juſt, a meſſage is ſent from the aſſem- 
| bly to the council, informing them, that upon 
inquiry into the merits of the petition of ſuch a 
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person, they find rlut ſuch a ſum is due 8 
petuinner, and that, in caſe tr council art of | 
board would -requeſt the commander of the 
| ifladd, to iſſue an order for the payment of the 
fame out of che publie treaſury; the counci} | 
 agrecing,: the commander js accordingly applied 

way the aſſembly has of. ofpropriating ale mene 
they raiſe; and by theſe means the governor- 1 
freed from the . en⸗ 


loaves . — eoiiduRt 


conterhing the public momes; he reſerves his 


power of iffying the orders; but inſtead. of doing 
this upon the demand of a: creditor,. he; does it 
by the Or Pn Ree FS 


zrutiny-of-he aſſembly, who at the end of the. 
year, e eee 
nothing to do, but to compare them with = 


on minutes, and paſs them accordingly. T 
words excepted to in the act, via. 7 06 
uiag out of the treaſury,” ſhould be by order 


mY | * » . -- - * — on . * * 2 | - i 25 = 4 ; 
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«ef the commander uf the ifland, by and with the | 


- 
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 » 
2s have: always been uſed in money bills in- 
other iſlands, unt urr known to meim nothing 
more, chan that the uppiication ſnould be gccor: - 
ding to the e 9 of the b and 
W E 1 . Tang 


i e pee e, ES 
did not contain a clauſe; directing the publia 


monics, raiſed for the ſupport of the government 
ee een be accounted for to 


* 


andited as the. in nftäen requires, their lord 


bills. from che <oonies« Have their lordihigh 


7 * The public decke of the Bd, "not" ih Ee Reh all? 
| pation. as to admit of the finding over of debtr from ons 
year to another, nor catr that neceſſary prekösenes 66 pub 


lie werke, . be pnotwed and maintaibed but by: aß 


payments, and, at times, by previous advances, which. male 
the neceſſity. of prepared funds the more abſolute. - Whey 
the, exigences of the year have ben greater than the reſour- 
ces, the treaſurer in the old iſſands have beer obliged to 

| give their own perſonal ſcctirities, and fort bil Habe Been 
palſed by the leyifletares to enter“ ſours thank ane fipplics 
could he raiſed; thetefors, F rhe.approprintivn was a med? 
in the manner mentiomod in nenn 


| | would be deprived of that power altogether. . 


_ ever 


of - the 4rcpſutyg: on : 


ſhips would find cauſe to approve of. a yery-few- 


CY 
„ 


the treaſurer, as is 


n 


e e de infeted, in a colony 


money bill? If fuch an account to be made by 


neceſſary and uſual, why et che: euyftomary 

means uſed to compel it? The treaſurer is an 
officer appointed by the repreſentative of the 
King,” to be continued or removed at his plea- 
ſure; if the accounts, required of him by the | 


governor, are not duly made, why does he not 


diſplace him and nominate. another more be- 
dient? The aſſembly raiſe and appropriate their 
on money, and then ſee that the applications | 
 have-been- made according to their appointment; 
there ends their buſineſs. There is nothing 


contained in either of theſe acts, that has the 


* 


ſentative, from demanding the accounts deſcribed 


at any time, or from depriving the treaſurer of his 
office, upon his refuſal or delay. Why then is 
the afſembly to make a requiſition ſ ſo much out 
of their province, and ſo particular ? Had they 

done this, i it is not improbable, but that i ir would | 
tee en hretng the act, 
| becauſe bis majeiys right to demand an ac- 


| count to be made o his majeſty, his oom 
ſioners 


1 


— 


| Goners of the treaſury, Ec. would thereby le en 


e che only point 
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queſtioned,” and the previous conſent ibe aſſemiiy 
to ſuch an account would be eftabliſhed as 'a*con- 
Ritutional principle, as was objected to the decla- 


rig the right of appointment of a treaſurer 
66) be in ec, eee man 


DO eee 


Hits” . 
| is both unneceſfary and imp per; if it is 1 
the king certainly would noc force the legiſlative 


to a grant of that power. Theſe acts are formed 


upon the eſtabliſhed modes of the other-colonies;, 


therefore the new inſtituted aſſemblies of Gra- 
nada, &c. have at aſſumed to themſelves 
„powers and authorities inconſonant with his ma- 
« jeſty's rights,” tho? they may © have extended 
« their juriſdiction to matters, which by the ex- 
< preſs terms of his majeſty's commiſſion and in 
<« ſtruction” are ſaid to © belong to his-majeſty's 
ii courts and officers;” for if even theſe. rights were 


originally veſted in the crown, his majeſty has cer- 


tainly parted with ſuch as are not conſiſtent. with 
the laws and conſtitution of England, and as are 


then 


1 


den (win karen, to their Jlordſhips) h 
au i have bean canſidered hy them (and 
What their lardſhips did not ſeem in the lraſt to 
attend: ca,) is whether the authorities aſſumed by 
the aſſembiy, which are, the raiſing and apply- 


3 be or - bs 3 with dhe 


{picir of te conſtirytion-of England, and d- 
| tip won hrs Tn: 4 the eniy 6 eor· 


- . * * 
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for-fome time paſt adopted for their conduct 
towards his majoſty s fubjefts in the colonies, 
chan reſerving to themſelves (under the pretonce 
of preſerving the rights of the crown) the moſt 


.abloture power that has ever boen aſſumed by 


Whie' ean — ters 05. this his 
tiſm than an inſinuation, that the conſtitutlon 
W 6 it, 
| | depend 


f 


—— 8 op; | 
preſſwe plan, which the miniſters of ſtato-have 


— —j—àͤ 


4 


e 8 e and -inftrudton 
ut given in his majeſty's name to the governor, 2 
the bare interfering in matters contrary to 
- the tenor of either, is declared + a-- ſufficient 

2 to n a law, withqut any other 
This principle is not only 
Aena by the ſeveral parts of their ord- 
75 8 report, but it ſeems totally f ene 
the whbleꝛof it ene plainly deſigned as 
E eee that tee asc. 
tions am in his majeſtys name to ne. 
ot, ) of French Roman catholicks into t 
8 a — and ane 


is * 
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of aw are held, for the determination of cauſes, both 


vil 


1 


3nd criminal, the judges of the common plcas, (where 


u of de cours of king's bench 


of England, but a law of the iſland, S 
ir füpended. 


G 


© Mbit fits are th be tried,) arc appointed by ſpecial con. 
riminal cauſes only are tried: i by lay Be pres. 
| all the courts are direfted and-roquired to fign the Teſt, By | 
this inſtrution therefore not only the 


4+ 


execution of the Iaws 


9 


— 5 £ 4 Þ - 
eee public ind ſolemn eee 

the conſtitution and laws of England, by his ma- 
Tay (according to his prerogative right) in a he 
tural bon —_— hedge 
ol a miniſter of aue, e of ee 
word, and in violation of the moſt ſacred en- 
gagemmensthar can ſublilt on earth, via. between | 

a prince and his ſubyects, and, in defiance of thoſe 
laws, againſt the principles of the conſtitutivn, 
contrary to all precedent and cuſtom, without even 
the pretence of neceſſity, dayes, in his ſovereign's | 
name, to purſue a plan to the direct breach of 
that covenant, Where is the. man in the colonies 
chan ean be for an hour ſecure in his property, 
| his life or liberty ?. For a bare order ſhall con- 

overt, tho principles, that law, and that tie 
en which. the lafery. of the whole depends. 
Where is the law of England, or where is the 
cuſtom or uſuge of 8 colony that war- 
rants ſuch a On the other hand, 
8 822833 it? To enter into 
| any reaſonings pee 
* make e, 
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and laws-upon the principles of -2-conftitation 
they are ſtrangers to, in a language they dp 
not underſtand, aſſociated with others to whom 
they are unintelligible; of appointing French 
Judges to expound Engliſh laws in an Engliſh | 
colony; French Papiſts, magiſtrates, to admini- 
ſter juſtice to Engliſh proteſtants, and to fit 
in judgment, not only in matters between one 
ſubje& and another, but on trials between the 
crown and ſubject, for offences which concern 
their lives and liberty, where the laws are to be 
moſt minutely attended to, and conſtrued (by per- 
ſons who cannot even read them) in the meſt | 


favourable manner for the accuſed, would be 


making a greater. conceſſion" then is here meant; 


for the meaſure being in the firſt inſtance anprt- 


cedented, unconſtitutional, illegal, and arbitrary, 
no argument upon the conſequences, whether 
good or ill, can be admitted. If there are to be 
no confines ſet to the power of the crown, no 
laws to aſcertain or compact to reſtrain it, the 
government muſt be abſolute, and may be ty- 
rannic. If there is a law which allows of this ſtep, 
it would be ſome conſolation to his majeſty's 
ſubjects in the colonies, to have it pointed out 
Ws, char they may be aſſured they are 
27 | ſlaves 


"Ie 


ler the certain; of even *probable conſequen. 
es of che admiſnon of a very ſinall proportion 
of French Roman * catholicks into the different _ 
branches of legiſlature, a ſingle judge upon the 
bench, and a few magiſtrates into the commiſſion | 
of the peace; muſt be the enflaving, not only 
che iſland of Granada, but every other colony? 
the anſwer is, the immediate conſequences (tio 
great yer) are not the material bſestion; che 
Power that eludes the law in one inſtance, may 
Aer independent of it in another; in every other. 
here wants no greater power to admit into 
the legillature, 2 majority of French man 
catholicks than the few; for if one can be allowed 
to Hit, the coimal' and Meubhy may be compo: 
led entirely of them; and under the Tame ' prin: 
| ciples and authority, the govern or himſelf may 
be à French papiſt, io may every judge upon 
ile bench, and every civil officer in the iſland; 
for whete is the line to be drawn? There are 
n0 laws for ſecuring the rights and liberty of 
the ſabjett, than what are contained in that 
body, of which the laws againſt the admiſion 
of papiſts into the legillature, &c. are a part; 
ar is there an Engl " where the lu! 
; jects 


inks, - as | te ws eq cage cm by 
n e Yoo / 00 11 
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ed all their lives to the yoke of oppreſſion, : and 


nving in a part of the French dominions, where 
acts of tyranny are moſt frequently praRſed by 


ever obedient to the hand of power, but be 


always ready inſtruments to reduce his majeſty's 


natural born ſubjects to the ſame ſtate: education 


and cuſtom are a nature to them, and principles 


thus imbibed, are not eaſily worn off, or altered; 
nor would a deſigning miniſter wiſh they ſhould, 
for ſo great an outrage againſt the conſtitution, 
WO 1 not have” been committed in favour of 
ich 8. if they were only qualified 
e hat eee 
nnn 
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* in excluding the treaſurers from ſitting and 
——— in the afſembly,” If their lordſhips 


2 


rr THO 
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. 1 
2 
lobked: a liale into e r 
other colonies, they would have found, that 
there is not one of them in which the treaſurer 


enn it and Vote in their aſſembly, but the trea- 


furers art no where excluded from being in the 
couheil,a branch of the legiſlature, that prero- 
gative; may place them in at any time, and no 
endeavours haue been mad in this act to pre- 
vent it: the allembly were better acquainted with 
| the! dauere of the | . ing ne 


bh. * 8 : 
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— reſtritive, of your wajelty' jus 
IS Ion ee 
ibleſounding words theſe 
— eee charge do they contain 
agwinſt his «najeſty's poor futjects in Granada, 
who very innocently thought, that as the duties 
of the office of treaſurer could not be performed 
ee ee e eee eee ee 
RS | TEL 7 employ 
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upon the dan and. was . given in enn p 
of tho diſability, There is not a perſon willing 
to accept an office in Granada, who- would not; 
in point of profit; prefer this, under theſe diſabi-. 
bees, to any other in the governor's gift. Is/the = 
reſtraint. on the crown, in neſpet of -a farther 


againſt the political intereſt-of a/ country? - And 
it is to be hoped, that it will not often happen, 
that: one man only can be found, in fo large and 
populous an iſland, capable of ſerving the conn · 
try in the different offices, . and on vham alone 

to rely. It has. been thought prudent in rer 
ſtates, to prohibit: mmh 


holding of - ome e- demea. wh the 7 
1 ee 
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: vn. Aulad, declaring what the feveraliartis 

| cles of military law ſhall conſiſt is 

| Es W 415570 208 uU i mids Hoot 2d h n 
e By an aft of parliament, paſſed:in hats 

: 1 year of king Charles the Second, it is expreſsly 


c declared, that the fole ſupreme government, 
| e cummand, and · diſpoſition of the, militia, and 
8 of all forces by ſea ande land, and'of all forts 
5 and places of ſtrength, is, and by the laus of 
N England, was, the undoubted right of the 

- 4; crown, and: that both, or either of the houſes 
1 1 „ 227 "0 — . 
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_ ba, This we humbly apprehend, is a principle 

e of the Britiſh conſtitution, not confined to 

8 ls kingdom, but co · extenſive with your 
N << majeſty's 
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% minjeſty's avrhoriry, chroughout your nigjeſhy's 
i; dominians;; we-are warranted in this opinion; 
act of parliament ta caſes and laws, reſpeſting 
| e ede even pre eſtahliſimeas in ypur 
% 1 to. h gavernox in 
i; chiaf, by his commiſſium under ths great 
1e ſeal, are; we humbly :canccivey - ee 5 
| $':theroto./ Dis chen » M yer ot want vg 
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his government, until farther orders; which was 
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